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How to improve water and sanitation
management in the Overseas Territories

Affected by national and local public policies on land use planning,
environmental protection and health, water is a common asset
requiring urgent, sustainable and territorial solutions. In order to
respect this fundamental right, everyone must be given urgent
access to high quality water in all the areas of the Republic, including
in particular the Overseas Territories.
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THE EESC'S RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING WATER AND

SANITATION MANAGEMENT IN THE OVERSEAS TERRITORIES

The 23 recommendations focus on one issue: making the right of access to water
effective and equal for all. These include:

* Initiate a priority action plan for water in Guadeloupe, French Guiana and
Mayotte within 3 years, to eliminate service interruptions or “water rotas” by
involving the Region, the Department and the inter-municipal authorities, under

the control of the State, including: an increase in investments,
the intensification of leakage searches and connection checks,

E the creation of infrastructure (catchment points,

pumping stations, treatment and purification stations,
etc.), having recourse to the technical expertise
proposed by the State and the requisitioning of the
operator if the deadlines are not met. A

» Provide public water taps in informal settlements to provide access to
high quality drinking water, the distribution of which is controlled and
secured to avoid trafficking and violence.

* Implement a “social water tariff” and
distribute means-tested “water vouchers”
based on a flat rate of 400 litres of water per
day per household, i.e. 150 m?* per year,
allowing access to quality drinking water ‘
for all.

* Table a bill establishing an “enforceable right to drinking water for all”.
The EESC therefore calls on the legislator, the State and the local authorities to
embrace and support the right to water in order to reduce the various
geographical disparities.

* Recognise as occupational diseases all ailments suffered
by women exposed to chloredecone while working on
farms (in particular breast and uterine cancer and
pathologies developed during pregnancy) and conduct
a prevention campaign aimed at the entire population,
and women in particular.




