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All of the scientific data points 
to the same alarming finding: 
global warming is being 

exacerbated due to the effects 
of an unprecedented increase in 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions. 
Worldwide, the signs of climate 
disruption are already more than 
apparent and will continue to 
intensify if nothing is done about 
them, as was highlighted by the IPCC.

The outlook for the future is 
therefore disturbing to say the 
least, as the lives of current and 
future generations are at stake if 
we fail to challenge current modes 
of production and consumption 
that are incompatible with limited 
resources and the fair distribution 
of wealth.

At the same time, the successive 
major international climate change 
conferences have struggled to 
progress towards an international 
climate regulatory framework. 
These conferences are not about 

the climate alone, but take place 
at the confluence of contradictory 
geostrategic, political and economic 
interests. 

Within this context, the goal 
of concluding a global, fair and 
ambitious agreement in Paris is a 
challenge that must be risen to. 
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In November 2011, the ESEC voted on an opinion entitled, "International Climate 
Negotiations and the Durban Conference". The holding in France, at the end of this year, 
of the 21st Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention (COP 21) 
provides an opportunity for the ESEC to issue a follow-up opinion. 

ESEC Recommendations 

I. PROMOTE AND FOSTER POSITIVE INITIATIVES
Initiatives to combat global warming and adapt to rising temperatures are increasing in number at the municipal and 
regional levels and among small, medium and large enterprises, NGOs and citizens. Trade unions and major international 
organisations are also playing a highly active role and are helping to mobilise civil society and political leaders.
The ESEC wishes to place climate at the heart of discussions within society and encourages all civil society 
and local authority actors to continue with and step up their efforts with three goals in mind: reduce energy 
consumption, produce and consume differently by rethinking economic models and foster the development 
of low-carbon processes and technologies.

II. REACH A GLOBAL, FAIR AND AMBITIOUS AGREEMENT 
This mobilisation calls for no less than international regulation among all UN Member States. 

 Ê Make commitments in accordance with scientific recommendations by:
• Preserving the multilateral framework of negotiations to deal with a challenge of global proportions. 



•  

• Adopting a global, fair and ambitious agreement with a dynamic logic that evolves over time. 

• Stepping up European Union climate diplomacy by promoting its commitments within the international community. 

• Measuring and verifying GHG emissions through international measurement of compliance with commitments made.

• Participation and involvement on a proactive basis of civil society and other actors: 
-  A concerted awareness-raising action undertaken by public authorities on climate issues and the fostering of all forms of 

environmental dialogue;
- Inclusion within the contributions of the various States of a section on the methods used to inform and involve the public;
-  Full involvement of civil society, particularly economic, social and environmental councils,  

in preparing for the COP 21 and monitoring the implementation of decisions taken.

 Ê Ensure equitable support of the most vulnerable populations by:
• Upholding the financial commitments made in Copenhagen in 2009 for the Green Climate Fund 

In order to ensure that the Fund has at its disposal the envisaged sum of USD 100 billion per year by 2020, it recommends: 
- Implementing an international tax on financial transactions with the broadest possible tax base; 

- Contributions by the international aviation and maritime transportation industries through a financial mechanism targeting CO2;
- The use of International Monetary Fund Special Drawing Rights (SDR).

• Efficient and fair use of the Green Climate Fund with:
- prioritisation of allocation of funds, by means of transparent criteria, to projects having as their recipients the most vulnerable 
populations;
- make it possible for local authorities to apply to the Green Fund directly and more generally to apply for international financing;
- ensure direct participation by civil society organisations on the Fund's Board.

• Inclusion of the climate challenge in development assistance policies
With the prospect of the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) in September 2015 just months before  
the COP 21 in Paris, our assembly wishes to underscore: 

-  The importance of consolidating links between these negotiations and, more broadly, those associated with the environment 
(climate, biodiversity and desertification);

-  The granting of technical and administrative support to developing countries in order to establish their own sources of financing.

III. THE PURSUIT OF NEW DEVELOPMENT MODELS 
 Ê Push for economic regulation that is able to take on the climate challenge:
• Economic and banking regulation that is better suited to long-term financing needs.

• Increased mobilisation of private sector financing and the creation of investment funds focusing on  
environmental transitioning.

• Supporting initiatives that put a price on carbon.
• Progressive withdrawal of fossil fuel subsidies.

 Ê Rethinking international governance 
to support fair transitions by:
• Stepping up social dialogue at the international levelwithin the International Labour Organisation (ILO) in support of the 

negotiation of sector-specific agreements specifically linked to fair socio-economic transitioning.

• The development of international framework agreements  to prepare and plan for changes.

• The development of a non-financial rating system for businesses  to promote responsible investment.

• The carrying out of preliminary studies, by sector and geographical area, on the medium and long-term impacts on employment 
of climate change adaptation and mitigation policies.

• The setting in place of vocational transition pathways for decent, quality jobs in sectors offering social and technological 
innovation.

 Ê Improve provision for the challenge posed by persons displaced by environmental factors:
There is a risk that environmental deterioration may give rise to or exacerbate tensions between populations,  
which may lead to armed conflict. 

The ESEC is in favour of more in-depth thinking on the diversity of possible political responses, centred around two points:

• The use of existing tools for the governance of international migration  
(regional or bilateral agreements).

• Proactive management of displacement rather than dealing with it as an emergency in a crisis. 
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