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T E M P O R A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

AN OVERVIEW OF THE GRENELLE   
ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVE
The word «élan», or «impetus» is a word that often comes up when 
discussing the Grenelle environmental initiative. This process has 
improved the approach to the environment within the framework of 
a new governance system. «Community colleges», «employers», the 
«State», «environmental NGOs» and «employees» are the foundations 
for a «five party governance» system working alongside experts and 
non-environmental associations. This method has favoured dialogue and 
the understanding of the challenges and allowed a host of ideas to flourish. 

The role occupied by the environment in society has also changed. The 
name given to the round tables of October 2007, giving shape to the 
commitments of the Grenelle initiative, are witness to this: fighting climate 
change, preserving and managing biodiversity and the natural environment, 
preserving health and the environment, establishing ecologically-friendly 
democracy. Two Act sprang directly from this - a programming law, called 
«Grenelle I», whose objectives established a reference framework, and the 
Act imposing a national environmental commitment, called «Grenelle II», 
whose 257 Articles required a year and a half of debate.

Since then, the dynamism of the Grenelle, a fragile collective process, has progressively stuttered. The complexity of the 
Grenelle II Act, its length and the varying importance of its provisions, have done nothing to make environmental law 
more legible and more accessible. The application of texts has encountered regional difficulties. Furthermore, recent 
developments have led to fears that key commitments will be called into question. The case of the social and environmental 
responsibility (SER) of companies, for which the implementing decree has not yet been published, is significant. In certain 
sectors, such as rail freight, there has been nothing less than an abandonment of the Grenelle commitment. Finally, other 
measures have suffered from the financial crisis, as a result of the budget cuts it has required.
The ESEC is calling for the revival of the process, preserving 
lessons learnt from the Grenelle and creating the conditions for 
a new economic model, focusing on sustainable development. 
This should reduce social inequalities and generate jobs, while 
respecting the environment and natural resources. The Council 
illustrates this choice with proposals to anticipate breaches, 
manage transitions and facilitate clear and effective choices.

79 % of French people 
believe that environmental protection 

can be a driver  
 for economic growth  

source CREDOC
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Tax receipts linked  
to fossil fuels  

having a negative impact  
on the environment total  

5.8 billion Euros 
source IGF

86,000 hectares  
of natural or agricultural spaces  

are lost each year  

source: agriculture ministry



THE PROPOSALS OF THE ESEC

CREATING THE CONDITIONS FOR A NEW IMPETUS   
OF KEY PLAYERS, PRODUCTIVE AND IN THE LONG TERM
 1.  Encouraging life-long education in SD

 2.  Stimulating governance at a national level 

 3. Creating new synergies between key players  
at a regional level

 4. Developing environmental rights

BETTER INTEGRATING  
ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES   
INTO THE PRODUCTION, CONSUMPTION   
AND BEHAVIOUR OF ALL KEY PLAYERS

 5. Developing new strands

 6. Encouraging sustainable agricultural production 

 7. Managing, in the long term, building conversions,   
           providing support for the necessary transformations

 8. Fighting against energy poverty of households

 9.  Developing environmental awareness, increasingly  
present in society

 10.  Ensuring the social and environmental traceability   
of products and services

MOBILISING FINANCING AND THE TAX SYSTEM

 11.  Creating a level playing field for the tax 
system impacting on the environment

 12.  Developing an economically and socially 
acceptable environmental tax system

 13. Seeking innovative financing

DEFINING PRIORITIES COMBINING ENVIRONMENTAL,   
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL EFFICIENCIES

 14.  Making clear choices on the basis of shared  
strategic axes

 15.  Assessing actions on the basis of sustainable  
development indicators

 16. Improving «health - environment» relationship

 17. Strengthening the role of civil society in   
 France’s European and international strategies

                 Read the full text (in French) on  

www. lecese.fr

Education for sustainable 
development (ESD) is a journey and a 
process, not a discipline.
It should be comprehensively covered 
in all curriculums.

The ESEC insists on the need to apply 
several mechanisms: research and 
support for innovation, training, 
standardisation and certification of 
products. An SD label could be put in 
place. The ESEC proposes the definition 
of a legal status for whistleblowers.

The ESEC is requesting, prior to coming up 
with new fiscal provisions, a reorientation 
of existing tax deductions and costs towards 
a system which takes more account of 
environmental issues.

The main threats identified are climate change, 
attacks on biodiversity and ecosystem, risks 
to health and the environment. The ESEC is 
reaffirming the relevance, in 2012, of these 
three legislative priorities of the Grenelle.


